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R 0309 15Z AUG 76 
FM AMCONSUL DURBAN 
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AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

UNCLAS DURBAN 427 

E.O.l 1652: NA 
TAGS: ELABSF 

SUBJECT: JAIL THREAT BREAKS DURBAN BUS DRIVERS' STRIKE 
REF: DURBAN 424 

1 . DURBAN BUS DRIVERS' STRIKE WAS SHORT-LIVED AS PARTICIPANTS 
WERE THREATENED WITH FINES AND ARREST UNDER RIOTOUS ASSEMBLIES 
ACT. IN SEPARATE ACTIONS: 

A. ALL 550 AFRICAN BUS DRIVERS WERE ORDERED TO ASSEMBLE 
SEPT 2 BY DURBAN CORPORATION TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT. DRIVERS 
WERE ADDRESSED BY DEPARTMENT'S GENERAL MANAGER AND THEN BY 
DURBAN DEPUTY TOWN CLERK WHO READ RIOTOUS ASSEMBLIES ACT. 
ASSEMBLY AREA MEANWHILE WAS LINED BY RIOT POLICE AND DRIVERS 
ULTIMATELY WERE GIVEN FIVE MINUTES TO RETURN TO WORK OR FACE 
ARREST. THEY DID SO AFTER COMPLAINING THEY HAD NO CHOICE 
SINCE THERE WAS NO BLACK UNION TO SUPPORT THEIR STAND. 

B. ONE HOUR LATER 96 INDIAN AND COLORED BUS DRIVERS WERE 
GIVEN SAME CHOICE AT ANOTHER LOCATION. SOME OF THESE DRIVERS 
ASKED EITHER FOR POLICE PROTECTION(INDICATING FEAR OF BLACK 
DRIVERS' REACTION) OR APPROVAL OF INDIAN/COLOREDS RETURN TO 
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THAT AFRICANS HAD GONE BACK ON THE JOB ANDWERE GIVEN FIVE 
MINUTES TO RETURN TO WORK THEMSELVES. THIS THEY DID. 

2. BRIEF STRIKE CAUSED DISRUPTIONS IN DURBAN TRANSPORT FLOW 
THROUGHOUT DAYS OF SEPT 1-2 BUT WAS OTHERWISE PEACEFUL. 

POLICE DID NOT RESORT TO FORCE, SO FAR AS IS KNOWN. AND BLACK 
WORKERS IN GENERAL DEMONSTRATED RESOURCEFULNESS AND CONSIDER- 
ABLE DETERMINATION IN MAKING THEIR WAY TO JOBS. AIRGAM 
ANALYZES BACKGROUND OF STRIKE AND LIKELY FUTURE IMPLICATIONS. 
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